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Right next to Kenrokuen is Edo town, a wonder-
fully colorful area full of small shops selling 
everything from food to antiques. If you come 
during the spring you should de�nitely try the 
dango, which is a sweet round dessert popular 
during the cherry blossom season. Or you could 
also try kaki gori, which is like a snow cone, and 
perfect on a hot summer day.
With so much to take in, a guide is highly recom-
mended. Next to the Ishikawa-Mon gate of 
Kanazawa castle there is a tourist information 
o�ce that gives free tours of Kenrokuen. The 
tour guides can speak English and they really 
make the park ’s histor y come al ive. Their 
personal stories of the garden and of Kanazawa 
are also highly enjoyable.

fter �nishing a tour of Kenrokuen, you can 
transition to the 21st Century Museum. 
This modern art museum concentrates 

on works of art produced since the 1980s. The 
21st Century Museum also likes artists to make 
works speci�cally for their museum. Installation 
pieces surround the museum and the museum 
itself features new artists on a regular basis. 
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see map on the page 13

Kenrokuen Garden [兼六園]
Kenrokumachi / Phone 076-234-3800
Open: 7:00-18:00 (March 1 - October 15); 
 8:00-17:00 (October 16 - February)
Admission: adult ¥300; child (6-17) ¥100

21st Century Museum 
of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa 
[金沢21世紀美術館]
1-2-1, Hirosaka / Phone 076-220-2800
Museum Hours: Check the website!
http://www.kanazawa21.jp/en
Admission: free 
*Exhibitions held at the Museum are ticketed. 

Kenrokuen Garden
 and the Street of Art

enrokuen means “the 6 perfect attributes” 
in English.  The attributes that all true 
Japanese gardens must have are spacious-

ness, seclusion, antiquity, arti�ciality, panoramic 
views and waterways.  It’s a park of contradictions.  
Each of these points represent features that are 
usually impossible to �nd together.  The depth and 
subtlety of the park have it ranked in the top three 
most beautiful in all of Japan.  There is a phrase in 
Japanese, “ichigo ichie,” that translates to “this time 
only” or “never again.”  It’s a philosophy of living in 
the moment and cherishing the present because 
you will never be able to relive this exact moment 
again.  Nowhere is this idea more apparent than in 
Kenrokuen.  Every season brings something new.  
Every section of the park is constantly changing, 
but staying true to the idea of contrasting ideas, 
some things have not changed for hundreds of 
years.  As you slowly walk through the park you 
will �nd yourself looking over Kanazawa and the 
surrounding mountains. Then as you travel farther 
you will �nd yourself surrounded by trees and feel 
completely alone.  With the waterfalls and bloom-
ing �owers it is easily one of the most picturesque 
places in all of Kanazawa.

Following in the tradition of the Maeda family, 
the 21st Century Museum is pioneering the 
future history of the art and culture of Kanazawa.

eaving the 21st Century Museum is Hirosaka 
art street,  a road lined with cherry trees 
and �lled with shops �lled with locally 

produced art and handycrafts.  You could spend 
hours walking through all the small shops and 
trying to �gure out what each object is used for, 
or for what you could use it.  You are only limited 
by your imagination and your budget.   One of 
the most famous shops on Hirosaka street is 
Nosaku, which has been making lacquerware 
since the 1780s.  Originally providing lacquer-
ware to the Maeda family, they now sell to the 
public.  They have shows displaying their wares 
internationally with pieces going to collectors 
and enthusiasts all over the world. 
 The area surrounding Kanazawa’s Kenrokuen and 
the 21st Century Museum epitomizes Kanazawa.  
Its rich past, its modern backdrop, and its bright 
future all combine it up in a celebration of art and 
culture.  Whatever you are interested in you will 
�nd something that will get your attention here.

Nowhere is the idea of “ichigo ichie” 
more apparent than in Kenrokuen.
Every season brings something new.

A road lined with cherry trees and �lled 
with shops featuring locally produced 
art and handycrafts.

Installation pieces surround the museum
and the museum itself features new artists
on a regular basis.

Kanazawa is a city in Japan that embraces its 
history, enjoys its present, and is continually 

expanding on its art and culture.  With 
Kenrokuen facing the 21st Century Museum, the 

old seamlessly blends with the new, adding to 
the richness of both.

By Dustin Keeling

Kenrokuen / Hirosaka
[ 兼六園／広坂 ]

The area surrounding 
Kanazawa’s Kenrokuen 
and the 21st Century Museum 
epitomizes Kanazawa.  
Its rich past, its modern backdrop, 
and its bright future 
all combine it up in a celebration 
of art and culture. Kenrokuen in winter
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Kanazawa Shinise Kinen-Kan
 [金沢市老舗記念館]
2-2-45, Nagamachi / Phone 076-220-2524
Open: everyday (9:30-17:00)
Admission:  ¥100  

Nomura-Ke [野村家]
1-3-32, Nagamachi / Phone 076-221-3553
Open: 8:30-17:30 (winter 8:30-16:30)
Closed: Dec 26-31 
Admission: adult ¥500; child (16-18) ¥400

A Glimpse into the Lifestyles of the Samurai
If Kanazawa Castle and Kenrokuen are the souls of Kanazawa, then the heart 
would have to be Nagamachi, the samurai district.  It is not only 
famous for the samurai residents who lived here, but also because 
it is a great glimpse into the lives of the people from feudal Japan.
By Dustin Keeling

residences.  Traditionally one property would be 
from one bridge to the next.
Nothing epitomizes the golden age of the 
samurai more than the Nomura-Ke house.  This 
is the crown jewel of Nagamachi.  The Nomura 
family lived in the house for 11 generations.  This 
house represents how high- ranking samurai 
would have lived.  As you walk through the 
house, which still has the original glass panes in 
its windows, it opens up to a breathtaking 
garden.  As with most houses from the feudal 
period, centrally located gardens were quite 
common, but there is nothing common about 
this garden. The scale and size is what strikes 
you �rst.  Then all of the small details, at �rst 
blending together, pop out at you as your eyes 
adjust.  This small private garden competes 
against much larger gardens and is still ranked 
one of the best in Japan.  Making your way to 

n English, Nagamachi means “long town.”  It 
gets its name from the fact that it was built 
along one of the many canals that run 

through Kanazawa.  In fact, out of all the canals 
in Kanazawa, the one winding its way through 
N a g a m a chi  i s  t h e o l d e s t .   T h e b e au t y o f  
Japanese design is not only in the aesthetics but 
also in the functionality.  The canals are a serene 
setting for everyday life, but they were also the 
workhorses of historic Kanazawa.  These canals 
helped with everything from protecting houses 
from �re, to acting like moats for the castle to 
bringing goods like timber from the port into 
the city.  As you wander along the canal, you will 
notice small bridges leading into the private 

samurai but also of the merchant class.  A place 
that o�ers a snapshot of what business was like 
during the feudal period is the Kanazawa Shinise 
Memorial Hall.  This old building was originally 
called Nakaya Pharmacy.  It is a great example of 
an average pharmacy from the feudal period.  
The building itself sucks you into a di�erent 
time. With Kanazawa’s rich history, there are 
many families and businesses that have been 
working here for hundreds of years.  The Nakaya 
family established their pharmacy in 1579. On 
the second �oor of Shinise Memorial Hall, 55 
t r a di t i o nal  s to res thro u gh o u t K ana z aw a 
belonging to an association of traditional 
merchant houses display their traditional tools 
and crafts.  These artifacts have been handed 
down through the generations and are now 
being displayed on a rotating basis, so each 
local business can show their connection with 
the growth of Kanazawa’s culture.
Nagamachi encapsulates what it must have 
been like to live during the golden age of the 
samurai.  Winding canals and historic buildings 
alongside shops that are still open after so many 
years is truly something special.  Nagamachi is 
what l iv ing histor y should be: accessible, 
interesting, and most of all, memorable.

the second �oor is a tea room that overlooks the 
garden where you can relax and let your mind 
wander. The strongest connection to the past in 
the Nomura-Ke house is in the back of the house 
where the Nomura family’s personal belongings 
are displayed.  Seeing the swords and weapons 
they would have carried into battle has a chilling 
e�ect and really highlights the reality of the 
times. There are documents from the battles 
they fought in detailing their exploits and 
rewards.   

 stark contrast to the Nomura-Ke house is 
the Ashigaru house.  Ashigaru translates 
to “ l ight feet .” These were the foot 

solders with no horses; they were the lowest 
rank.  Walking through the Ashigaru house 
shows the disparit y in which the di�erent 
classes were treated.  What is interesting is that 
the Ashigaru houses in Kanazawa are quite nice 
when compared to other Ashigaru houses from 
other parts of Japan.  The Maeda family treated 
them better than most other lords from the 
feudal period.        
Nagamachi does not only hold the history of the 
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The  canals helped with everything from 
protecting houses from �re to acting like 
moats for the castle. Nagamachi encapsulates 

what it must have been like to live 
during the golden age of the samurai.

Nagamachi Bukeyashiki
[ 長町武家屋敷跡 ]

Even though the samurai are now gone, 
the canals, houses, and old mud walls still remain. 
Feel the nostalgia of old Japan
while getting lost in the maze-like streets. Old houses samurai used to live in



15

16

Daiwa Dept. Store
香林坊大和

Nagamachi 
Bukeyashiki District
長町武家屋敷跡

S

S

!

S
S

H

H

Kohrinbo
Nichigin-mae
香林坊日銀前

Kohrinbo
Toyoko-inn-mae
香林坊東横イン前

Kanazawa Seirei Byoin 
hospital
金沢聖霊病院

Toyoko Inn Kanazawa
東横イン金沢兼六園香林坊

Museum
Nomura-Ke
野村家 Kutani-Yaki Ware

Kaburaki Shoho
鏑木商舗

Shopping Mall
Kohrinbo 109 香林坊109

Japanese Sweets & Cafe
Saka Kobo Taro 
茶菓工房たろう

Cafe
Flore フロール

French & Italian
Bistro Olive
ビストロ オリーヴ

Galette
Sarrasin サラザン

Yakitori
Akiyoshi 秋吉

Souvenir
Kanazawa Yume-Kohbo

金沢夢工房

Garden
Kanazawa

Shokunin Daigakko
金沢職人大学校

Izakaya
Takasaki

高崎

Izakaya
Rakutei
楽亭

Japanese
Shiki-no Table 
四季のテーブルR
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Japanese
Ureshino うれし野

Convenience Store
Lawson ローソン

Hokkoku Shinbun 
Kaikan Bldg.
北國新聞会館

Kanazawa Excel Hotel Tokyu
金沢エクセルホテル東急

Ashigaru Shiryokan
金沢市足軽資料館

Japanese Garden
Kyu Takada-Ke

旧高田家

Museum
Kanazawa Shinise Kinen-Kan

金沢市老舗記念館

Information
Bukeyashiki Kyukei-Kan

武家屋敷休憩館

Izakaya
Waremokou

吾亦紅

Japanese
Gyohan 魚半

Japanese Cafe
Nikore 似故礼

Japanese Cafe
Kayuan 菓遊庵

Japanese Sweets
Wagashi Murakami 

和菓子 村上

Souvenir
Kanazawa Warajiya

金沢わらじ屋

Italian
Golosetto
ゴロゼット
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Ohmicho Market
近江町市場

Musashigatsuji
武蔵ヶ辻
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Meitetsu M’za Dept. Store
 めいてつ･エムザ

Sushi
Ohmicho-ichiba-Zushi 
近江町市場寿し本店

Sushi
Ohmichoichiba-Zushi 
近江町市場寿し

Glass Shrimp Dish 
Ohmicho Shiroebi-Tei 近江町白えび亭

Udon Noodle
Hyakumangoku Udon
百万石うどん

Seafood Bowl
Inoya 井ノ弥

Seafood Bowl
Kaisendon-Ya 
海鮮どん屋

Co�ee Shop
Higashide Co�ee-Ten 東出珈琲店

Takeout Sushi
Shuraku 舟楽

Sushi
Sushi Genpei 鮨源平

Seafood Bowl
Kaisendon Ichiba
海鮮丼いちば

Cafe
Meromero Pochi メロメロポッチ

Japanese Cafe
Bankyu 萬久

Seafood Bowl
Iki-iki-Tei 
いきいき亭

Japanese
Ohmicho Shokudo

近江町食堂

Sushi
Kaiten-zushi Ohkura

回転寿し大倉

Co�ee Shop
Starbucks

スターバックス

Seafood Bowl
Kotetsu こてつ
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Italian
Ca�è Arco Mercato

カフェアルコ メルカート

Japanese Paper
Araki あらき
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International Market
Sekai-no-Shokuhin Diamond
世界の食品ダイアモンド

Japanese
Sashimi-Ya
刺身屋

Japanese
Ohtomo-Ya
大友家

Ramen Noodle
Ginno Kaze 銀の風

Japanese
Jimono-Tei
じもの亭

Sushi
Morimori Zushi
もりもり寿司

S

R

R

Sushi
Yamasan-Zushi 山さん鮨

C
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Seafood Bowl
Hirai ひら井

R
Donut 

Mister Donut
ミスタードーナツ Ohmicho 

Ichiba-Kan Bldg.
近江町いちば館

€$
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Kaburaki [ 鏑木商舗 ]
1-3-16 Nagamachi
Phone 076-221-6666  
Open: 9:00-22:00 (Mon-Sat), 
9:00-18:00 (Sundays and 
national holidays)
Credit cards: Most accepted

Omicho-Ichiba-Zushi 
[ 近江町市場寿し本店 ]
28-1 Shimo-Ohmicho
Phone 076-261-9330  
Open: 10:30-20:00
Credit cards: Not accepted 
*English menu available.
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Feel the humble spirits of Kanazawa’s 
samurai and craftsmen

Meet traditional 
and colorful ceramic ware

Eat Sushi in 
the “Kanazawa’s kitchen”

micho Market is a sensory overloaded, a riot of colors 
and aromas jostling shoppers about. No sightseeing 

trip is complete without a visit here! This openair market 
was established around the middle of the 18th century and 
served Kanazawa castle for years as the “Lord’s Kitchen.”  In 
the Meiji period, the market became public as the “Citizen’s 
Kitchen.” There are as many as 170 stalls in the market, all 
close together, sell ing ever y thing from fresh �sh, 
vegetables, fruit, meat, dried and pickled food to everyday 
items like clothes. If you visit in the winter you’ll see a ton of 
fresh snow crab (some still alive) being sold everywhere.
It is fun to just hang out and listen to stall keepers calling out 
trying to convince people to buy their wares, but it is even 
more fun to buy something to eat such as grilled seafood, 
barbecued chicken, or a Japanese croquette. There are also 
numerous restaurants serving seafood.  If you want to eat 
sushi, why not visit one of the Kaiten-Zushi (conveyor belt 
sushi) restaurants?  As you sit, pieces of sushi are constantly 
traveling around the conveyor belt.  When you see one that 
looks delicious, just grab it and eat it.  The di�erent plates 
represent the di�erent prices for each type of sushi.  The 
restaurant will usually post what each plate costs so there 
will be no surprises with your bill. Kaiten-Zushi is cheaper 
than traditional sushi bars, but with the quality of the 
seafood at Ohmicho, the taste is sill amazing. 

Shopping 
Guide The market is the center of Kanazawa’s food culture

ith wood and clay houses and narrow cobble-
stone streets, its clear that the Nagamachi 

Bukeyashiki District isn’t an area that changes need-
lessly.  Most visitors will be struck by how the 
district still has the feeling of the samurai that lived 
here so many years ago.  Even though many of the 
houses in this district are old, they are actually from 
the Meiji period and not samurai houses at all.  
Kaburaki Shoho is an elegant townhouse in the 
heart of Nagamachi that exhibits and sells Kutani 
ceramicware.
Kutani Ceramic is a signature craftwork of Ishikawa but 
is still surrounded in mystery. In the mid 1600s the �rst 
kilns were built under the patronage of the Maeda 
Family. It produced the distinctive pottery with bold 
composition and brushwork that people today call 
“Ko-Kutani” (literally old Kutani).  In 1710 the kiln 
abruptly closed down, the reason is unknown.  About 
100 years later the kiln was reopened and run by the 
Kaga clan.  Since then, various styles of Kutani have 
been produced.  The typical Kutani style features 
�owers and birds with seasonal elements usually 
applied in �ve Kutani colors (green, yellow, red, 
purple, and dark blue).  These are functional, beautiful 
pieces of art that will stand the test of time.

Shopping 
Guide

Kutani-yaki 5 dishes (#3) : 4,620 yen Nigiri-sushi: 120 yen~ / one dish (2 pieces)

•From Kenrokuen Garden: 1.0km /13-min-walk
•From Ohmicho Market: 1.3km /15-min-walk
•From JR Kanazawa station: 1.9km /23-min-walk
•From Higashi Cyayagai District: 2.3km /28-min-walk

30min / 2km
Route for walk Loop Bus 15Bus stop

Kohrinbo Nichigin-mae

•From JR Kanazawa Station: 1.0km /12-min-walk
•From Higashi Cyayagai District: 1.0km /12-min-walk
•From Kenrokuen Garden: 1.2km /14-min-walk
•From Nagamachi Bukeyashiki: 1.3km /15-min-walk

15min / 1km
Route for walk Loop Bus 18Bus stop

Musashigatsuji

Nagamachi Bukeyashiki District Ohmicho Market
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